
While they are technologically advanced, it doesn’t require a Ph.D. to print on Inxwell Papers. In fact, 
Inxwell papers perform well in all of the popular printing processes: offset, heatset web, waterless 
and digital. Inxwell papers should be treated the same way as all uncoated papers—but with a few 
important differences.

OPTIMUM RESULTS ON INXWELL PAPERS

Printing requires a constant focus on consumables: inks, blankets, fountain solutions, and paper for 
the best printing and drying results. Inxwell papers have been engineered to work well within the 
wide variety of press conditions the market presents. The following review of standard lithography 
practices will ensure your success with Inxwell papers.

1) Inxwell papers are known for their high ink holdout and their ability to provide unusually refined 
photographic reproduction. To achieve the best results, printers should adjust their curves in pre-
press. Ink saturation techniques for uncoated papers, such as under color removal (UCR) or gray 
component replacement (GCR) can be used for greater contrast, but are not necessary. On high ink 
holdout papers, sharp and smooth midtones and shadow areas are easy to achieve.

2) Printers measure ink coverage (total area of coverage or TAC) by calculating the sum of the screen 
percentage in all four units. Proper TAC goes hand in hand with print fidelity and print contrast. 
Too high TAC without proper curve compensation can result in set off, drying issues and plugged or 
muddy imagery. For best results on Inxwell grades, Mohawk does not recommend a TAC over 280%.

3) Screen rulings from 150 to 200 lines per inch and even higher can be used with excellent results. 
Stochastic screening also works well on Inxwell papers.

4) Because printing ink sits up on the surface of Inxwell papers, they require less inkand water than 
other uncoated papers. Wet ink densities on Inxwell grades tend to be higher than their uncoated 
counterparts for the same ink volumes. For clean, sharp print results, nominal wet ink densities 
should be close to K: 130-135, C: 115-120, M: 115-120, Y: 85-95.

5) Match colors will stay cleaner and appear brighter and more saturated than on other uncoated 
papers.

6) Mohawk recommends matte or dull varnish or matte or dull aqueous coating to help seal the 
sheet, a technique often used for rub protection on uncoated papers. Mohawk does not recommend 
gloss varnish or gloss aqueous on any uncoated paper including Inxwell sheets. Remember that 
inline varnish needs as much time to dry as a solid ink color.

7) As always, minimize water levels, and run with a conductivity below 2,000 micromhos and a pH 
level between 4.0 and 5.0 for optimal water performance.
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8) Uncoated paper normally needs more drying time than coated paper. Inxwell papers require 
the same amount of drying time as other smooth finish premium uncoated stocks. Good delivery 
practices are necessary on smooth finish, high ink holdout papers. The use of spray powder is 
advised. Large particle size powder, generally 30 to 40 microns, will separate the sheets for greater 
air circulation. Running with small stacks—500-700 sheet lifts—will also help prevent ink set off.

9) Opacity measures the proportion of light that does not penetrate the unprinted paper. The opacity 
of Mohawk Inxwell sheets is two points higher than most other competitive grades. Their high 
opacity may allow the use of a lighter weight sheet in certain applications—great for both paper and 
postage costs.

10) Inxwell papers are true cross platform papers and perform well in all of the popular printing 
processes: offset, heatset web, waterless, embossing, thermography, foil stamping, envelope 
conversion, binding, and digital printing. The high ink holdout of Inxwell papers minimizes dot gain 
and increases ink density, producing UV-like results on conventional presses. This helps designers 
and their clients avoid the premium typically charged for UV printing.

For more information and samples, please call your local merchant or Mohawk at 1 800 the mill.

Options,® Mohawk Loop,® i-Tone,® and Inxwell® are proprietary trademarks of Mohawk Fine Papers Inc.
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